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Newsletter 2008
August, 26, 2008
John Fuhrman Departure
On Tuesday 26th August John Fuhrman, our international volunteer from the USA left RFDP. The team at the
office were very sad to see him go, as he had contributed so much to the organization. He worked incredibly hard
over the last three months, giving RFDP guidance that will change the attitude of the organization for the better.
We wish him well in pursuing his medical career!

Donation of school requisites
Earlier in the month Ricky Fuhrman very kindly donated 1000 school exercise books and 10 boxes of chalk to
community schools. We have so far distributed 400 books and 4 boxes of chalk, while the balance is yet to be
distributed soon. These books have been greatly appreciated by the pupils of Chilubezi and Chocha Community
Schools of the Luangwa valley, so thank you to Mr Fuhrman!

August, 21, 2008
Fiona’s Arrival
On 21st August our new international volunteer, Fiona Robertson, flew in from the UK. Mr Zimba travelled to
Lusaka to meet her from the airport. Monday was her first day in the office, which coincided with John’s last. In
fact the timing was perfect, as it gave John a chance to introduce Fiona to Lundazi and the office.

page 1 / 5

Rising Fountains Development Program (RFDP)
P.O Box 530230, Lundazi Zambia TEL: +260-6-480709,
Mobile: +260-95-5-430547,+260-97-7-219239 | www.risingfountains.org

August, 20, 2008
Water and Sanitation

Throughout this month RFDP constructed two pit latrines and rehabilitated two water wells in Chitungulu
chiefdom with funding from Limavady Parish of Ireland. This is in line with one of several of the organisation’s
goals of improving access to safe, clean drinking water and sanitation facilities in Lundazi district, particularly in
the chiefdoms of Kazembe and Chitungulu. The wells have been rehabilitated at Mambi and Chani villages while
the construction of pit latrines was done at Chocha Community School. Approximately 200 house holds will be
served with water from the wells for drinking, washing and cooking purposes. in improving the water and
sanitation status in the community.
The latrines will benefit a total population of 180 pupils including 3 teachers. It is hoped that the facilities will go a
long way in improving the water and sanitation status in the community.

August, 19, 2008
Zambian News
On Tuesday 19th August the Zambian President Dr Levy Patrick Mwanawasa died of a stroke in hospital in France.
He was attending an African Union meeting in Sharm El Sheik, Egypt. Although there had been previous scares
about his health after he suffered a stroke earlier this year, he continued to work very hard for Zambia’s people. His
death came as a great shock to the Zambian nation. The country immediately went into a 21 day period of
mourning. This meant all celebrations must be postponed until the mourning period was over, which would be on
Sunday 7th September.
There was a great feeling from Zambian people of personal connection to their president, which led to a high
demand for the public to see the president’s body and pay their respects. Therefore, the body was flown to all 9
provinces before being buried. Wednesday 3rd September was the day of the burial. Schools and community
centres were opened so that everyone had the opportunity to see the burial of their president. The ceremony started
at 6am and ran all the way through to 5pm. The body was laid to rest in Embassy Park, Lusaka. The public are also
allowed to go and visit Dr Mwanawasa’s grave for the remaining duration of the mourning period.
July, 04, 2008
RFDP strengthens partnerships with three organizations:
One- Moment http://one-moment.org/
ANIR Experience http://www.anirfoundation.org/2009_Scheduled_Programs.html
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Virtual Doctors http://www.virtualdoctors.org/
July, 02, 2008
RFDP welcomes our new volunteer, John Fuhrman
After jumping from country to country over the past few years, John has seen that some people don't have doctors,
and he wants to do something about that. He plans to become a physician to serve those who have none. After
reading about Rising Fountains on the web and talking with the director, going to Zambia sounded like a good idea.
He flew over and headed for Lundazi to help RFDP with their programs that assist the rural poor. During these
three months and beyond, he hopes to contribute under RFDP's guidance and local expertise while scouting out
possible places to work in the future.
Work at RFDP: HIV/AIDS program development, grant proposal writing, whatever else he can help with
Reason for Volunteering: John thinks that improving a sick person's state of health is a very worthy undertaking.
RFDP works in this area, and John wants to learn from those assisted, learn from RFDP, and lend a hand where he
can.
Previous Education and Experience:
- B.S. physics, Harvey Mudd College, USApublic relations work, Taiwan
- Contract writing and international software licensing work, China
- Arabic language studies, Syria
- Rural health observation and volunteering, Nepal

Home Country: USA
Planned Volunteer Period at RFDP: early June 2008 through early September 2008
Please read John Fuhrman blog entry

April, 30, 2008
Helping families sustain livelihoods

page 3 / 5

Rising Fountains Development Program (RFDP)
P.O Box 530230, Lundazi Zambia TEL: +260-6-480709,
Mobile: +260-95-5-430547,+260-97-7-219239 | www.risingfountains.org

In Lundazi area, particularly the valley -severe floods disrupted the lives of many people such as Headman
Chipangula. Mr.Chipanula like many other local farmers lost most if not all of his crop including infrastructure and
housing. Unfortunately, more rain is predicted during the final months of the raining season (April/May)
compromising yet again with livelihoods for families such as Headman Chipangula
Rising Fountain is committed to work with local communities to address the impact of such disasters by soliciting
for resources and donations to help communities develop preparedness work plans that will include the following:
- Involving affected populations when determining needs and in the design and management of responses. Lack
of participation can limit the impact of both emergency and long-term interventions.
- Providing accurate information to affected people about the assistance they can expect to receive so that
people’s own recovery plans can drive the overall process.
- Local communities’ coping capacities should not be underestimated, but rather built upon. Living conditions
and livelihood opportunities do not necessarily improve when the water recedes but it is often at this point that
many agencies end their assistance. We need to continue the cycle towards recovery.
- Coordination takes time and effort but is absolutely necessary at both national and local levels, and should
include local government and local NGOs.
Click here to download the current newsletter in MS Word Document
April, 15, 2008
RFDP says farewell to “musungus”(moo-sue-goose)
RFDP said farewell to three volunteers Jeannie (Ireland), Jossee (Canada) and Anna (Australia). Popularly known
as “musungus (white people) by children, the girls truly proved how invaluable the partnership has been for RFDP;
setting the ground for the organizations’ future growth in Project management, HIV/AIDS awareness, Grant
Proposal Writing and Financial management.
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The girls will uniquely be remembered for their passion towards the poor, in particular marginalized children.
Each one of them made a personal contribution towards RFDP’s on going program. Most importantly, their
courage to stay for over 3 months in one of the poorest rural areas of Zambia with limited access to running water
and electricity. But yet, they forged ahead and took adventurous field trips to the valley to provide school supplies
and offer training to our children and communities respectively. They girls will be dearly missed by all of us and in
particular, Melinda, our office assistant who lived with Jeannie McCanne and mentored her on how to live a life in
rural areas of Zambia.
The girls have promised to continue collaborating with RFDP back in their home countries to find potential
donors, as Jeannie said, “it will be much easier to fundraise buck home now that we have seen what is on the
ground and the needs of the people.”
On behalf of RFDP, thank you for all what you have done. We will dearly miss you-Let this not be the end of our
relationship but the beginning of a new virtual partnership.
April, 12, 2008
Upcoming Volunteers
During the second quarter of the Fiscal year 2008, RFDP is receiving four international volunteers:
John Fuhrman – USA (June). John will involved with the HIV/AIDS and Health Sector program.
Chet Prasad Uprety –USA- (July) Chet will be involved with the Monitoring and Evaluation program
Fiona Robertson - UK (August). Fiona will be involved with our integrated development program.
Sumitra Ramachandran from Singapore is also coming for 4 weeks only in July. Sumitra is currently RFDP
fundraiser based in Singapore.
RFDP is pleased to receive the incoming volunteers to continue the work on the ground initiated by their
predecessors (Ketan and Ragini, Jeannie McCann and Josee Anne Plouffe)
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